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ABEL UNDERGROUND COAL MINE 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
Meeting #24 

 
Monday 9th December 2013 at 5.00 pm 

 
Abel Underground Mine Administration Building 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. OPENING & WELCOME:  Chairman, Mr Milton Morris. 
 
2. PRESENT: Mr Charlie Spence, Mr Adam Heeney, Mr Andrew Pace, Mr Alan Brown, Mr Allan Jennings, 

Mr Brad Ure, Mr Tony Sutherland, Mr Phillip Brown and Mr Jack Potter (mins). 
 
3. APOLOGIES:  Mr Terry Lewin and Mr Greg Lamb. 
 
4. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  

4.1 Mr Phillip Brown provided revised minutes for the March, June and September 2013 meetings. 
Confirmation of these revised meeting minutes has been deferred to the next meeting. 
 

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: 
5.1 Business Arising. 

5.1.1 Chairman’s annual report to the Director General of the Department of Planning. Mr 
Milton Morris stated that the annual report would be provided at the next meeting 
pending response and acceptance from the Director-General Planning and 
Infrastructure (Sam Haddad) 

5.1.2  Mr Milton Morris stated that no progress had been made on having the Abel mine 
declared as a mine subsidence region by the Mine Subsidence Board.  The application 
is before the Division of Resources and Energy Mr Alan Brown stated that this was a 
significant concern for Black Hill residents. Mr Tony Sutherland stated that the Mine 
Subsidence Board had started paying for some repairs of subsidence damage, which 
was a promising development. 

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE:  

6.1 Email from Mr Alan Brown 
6.1.1 Email dated 17th September 2013. 
6.1.2 Email dated 1st October 2013. 

 
7. COMPANY REPORTS AND OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES: 

7.1 Abel Mine Update 
Mr Charlie Spence provided the Abel Mine Update. 
 

7.2 Monitoring and Environmental Performance 
 Mr Phillip Brown provided an update on monitoring and environmental performance. Mr 

Alan Brown outlined a number of errors that were present in the Abel AEMR including: 
  Foreword – consultant typo: July 2012 
 Approval, Lease and Licences: no reference to 75W application 
 Table 3.8: no statistics for Panels 19A or 22 
 4.2: a representative from Bloomfield Colliery??? 

 
7.3 Community Complaints and Response to Complaints 

No Complaints 
 

7.4 Website Information 
No comments. 
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7.5 Information provided to the Community and any Feedback 
No comments. 
 

7.6 SMP Update 
Mr Tony Sutherland provided the SMP update. Mr Brad Ure asked how much tilt had 
been measured on the Transgrid Towers. Mr Tony Sutherland stated 20-30mm per 
metre. 
 

7.7 Black Hill Road Undermining Update 
Mr Tony Sutherland provided an update on the undermining of Black Hill Road. Mr Alan 
Brown asked what a dilapidation survey of the road had involved. Mr Tony Sutherland 
stated that it had outlined the condition of the road prior to mining commencing. 
 

7.8 SMP Area 4 Update 
Mr Tony Sutherland provided an update on SMP Area 4. 
 

7.9 Abel 75 W Update 
Mr Phillip Brown provided an update on the Abel 75 W project. 
 

7.10 Donaldson Coal Conservation Trust Update 
Mr Phillip Brown provided an update on the Donaldson Coal Conservation Trust. Mr Alan 
Brown asked if the Donaldson Coal Conservation Trust still had funds remaining. Mr 
Philip Brown stated that the Donaldson Coal Conservation Trust still had significant 
funds remaining. Mr Alan Brown asked if the Tom Farrell Institute was still involved with 
the Donaldson Coal Conservation Trust from a project management position. Mr Phillip 
Brown stated that the Tom Farrell Institute was still operating as a project manager for 
the Donaldson Coal Conservation Trust. 
 

7.11 Donaldson Coal Community Support Program Update 
Mr Phillip Brown provided an update on the Donaldson Coal Community Support 
Program. 
 

7.12 Donaldson Coal Welfare Trust Update 
Mr Phillip Brown provided an update on the Donaldson Coal Welfare Trust. Mr Brad Ure 
gave an update on the Black Hill School Education Trust and stated that he would 
provide a more comprehensive report at the next community consultative committee 
meeting. 
 

7.13 Donaldson Open Cut Rehabilitation 
Mr Phillip Brown provided an update on the Donaldson Open Cut rehabilitation. Mr Alan 
Brown asked what materials would potentially be placed in the Square Pit. Mr Phillip 
Brown stated that tailings from the Bloomfield washery could potentially be placed in the 
Square Pit. Mr Allan Jennings asked when the Donaldson Open Cut lease could be 
relinquished. Mr Phillip Brown stated that it would be relinquished when the Department 
of Trade and Investment determined that the land was returning to a natural, stable 
state. 
 

8. COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS 
8.1 Mr Alan Brown asked about the status of the 2013 Subsidence Report. Mr Tony Sutherland 

stated that the report had not yet been completed. 
 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
No general business. 
 

10. NEXT MEETING 
10.1 The next meeting of the Abel Community Consultative Committee was set down for  

Monday 17th March 2014 to be held at the Abel Underground Mine Administration Building  
at 5.00 pm. 

 
The meeting was declared closed at 5:55 pm by the Chairman. 
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Actual  Budget Variance 


Development (m) 37,698 42,000 -4,302 


Development (t) 758,207 898,820 -140,613 


Extraction (t) 1,487,224 1,215,648 271,576 


Total UG ROM (t) 2,245,431 2,114,468 130,963 


Abel Mine YTD Production (to end Nov 2013) 
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Abel Mine Development – to end of Nov 2013 
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Mine layout plan on aerial 
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Environmental Update   


 No Community Complaints 
 No Environmental Incidents reported. 
 Annual Environmental Management Report 
 Annual Flora Fauna monitoring being undertaken 
 Annual Dam monitoring being undertaken. 
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SMP Update   
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SMP Update   


 Ausgrid monthly reports complete 
 Notification provided to Department of Planning regarding Blackhill Land 


(Effective subsidence complete) 
 Subsidence remediation work relating to cracking on 2 properties  
 Relocation of the Telstra Optical Fibre Cable completed 
 Telstra Optical Fibre Management Plan submitted and approved by 


DTIRIS 
 Blackhill Road Management Plan submitted and approved by DTIRIS 
 Notification to disturb survey marks sent to Department of Lands 
 TransGrid notification (Effective subsidence complete) 
 Notification to remove Tilt Meters (TransGrid Towers) sent to DTIRIS 
 Dam survey for DMMS complete  
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SMP Update   


 SMP Area 3 variation submitted to DTIRIS 
 Blackhill road Dilapidation report sent to CCC and MSB 
 Ausgrid Power Pole surveys complete 
 Meetings with residents post mining to review PSMP process and discuss 


impacts 
 Panel 23 and 24 subsidence monitoring approval received 
 Public Safety Management Plan approved (Panels 23 – 25) 
 Abel SMP Status Report submitted to DTIRIS to cover 4 month period up 


to 30 Sep 2013  
 Daily subsidence inspections complete as per the Public Safety 


Management Plan for SMP Area 3 
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Blackhill Road Under Mining Update 


 July 2013 – Risk Assessment conducted with Cessnock 
City Council, Mine Subsidence Board and local resident 


 August 2013 – Management Plan developed and 
submitted to DTIRIS 


 September 2013 – Management Plan approved by 
DTIRIS 


 25th October 2013 – 24hr Monitoring commenced on 
Blackhill Road 


 9th November 2013 – First crack >15mm requiring 
repairs 


 Cracking typically 50 – 80mm 
 Cracking requiring repairs confined to a 10m section of 


road.  
 Works to be complete week ending 13th December 


2013 
 Next impact on Blackhill road will be early January 2014 


from Panel 24 
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SMP Area 4  
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SMP Area 4 Update 


11 


 Panel 27 to commence extraction in March 2015  
 Letter drop to occur outlining SMP process as a lead up to SMP  


stakeholder day.  
 Ground truthing of surface areas to be conducted Dec/ Jan 2014 
 Finalise SMP Area 4 Mine Layout Dec 2013  
 Draft Subsidence predictions Jan 2014  
 Ground water, surface water studies January 2014 
 SMP Area 4 Stakeholder day Feb 2014 
 SMP Risk Assessment March 2014 
 Prepare SMP and Extraction Plan Application April, May, June 2014 
 SMP and Extraction Plan Application to submit to Department of 


Planning/DTIRIS July 2014 
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Abel Upgrade Modification Update 


Abel Modification 
approved 4 December 
2013 
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Donaldson Coal Conservation Trust (DCT) 


 Trustees are: 
• Tony Sutherland (Chairman & Donaldson Appointee) 
• Phil Brown (Donaldson Appointee) 
• Colin East (Community Appointee) 
• Terry Lewin (Community Appointee) 
• Dr Mark Burns (Environmental Appointee) 
• Prof Michael Mahony (Environmental Appointee) 
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Projects  
 Supporting the Tom Farrell Institute doing 


projects for the DCT including 
• The Richmond Vale rail trail 
• Donaldson Conservation Trust Area Land and Landuse 


 Sponsored the recent Biodiversity Day 
 Undertook weed eradication in Pambalong 


Wetlands. 
 a project proposal for WetlandCare Australia for 


further weed eradication works upstream of the 
Pambalong Nature Reserve.  
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Community Support Program  November 2013 
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 Welfare Trust has closed. 
 Projects supported: 


• Blackhill Cemetery refurbishment 
• Purchase church hall 
• Blackhill School 
• Benwerrin Rural Fire Service additions/alterations 


Community Welfare Program 
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