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ABEL UNDERGROUND COAL MINE 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
Meeting #20 

 
Monday 10th December 2012 at 5.00 pm 

 
Abel Underground Mine Administration Building 

 
 

1. OPENING & WELCOME:  Chairman, The Hon. Milton Morris AO 
 

PRESENT: Mr Milton Morris (Chairman), Mr Alan Brown, Mr Brad Ure, Mr Terry Lewin, Mr Allan 
Jennings, Mr Charlie Spence, Mr Tony Sutherland,  Mr Adam Heeney and Mr Phillip Brown (mins). 

 
2. APOLOGIES:  Mr A Pace and Mr Greg Lamb (Bloomfield) 
 
3. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  

3.1 Previous Minutes 27th August 2012 were confirmed by those members’ present with the 
following comments by Mr Alan Brown: 
3.1.1 Minutes are not updated on the web. 
3.1.2 Website not complying 
3.1.3 No correspondence with regard to a community meeting for the modification. 

Mr P Brown is to meet with Mr A Brown to review the minutes on the website. 
 

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: 
4.1 Business Arising. 

 
5. CORRESPONDENCE: 

5.1 There was no correspondence. 
 
6. COMPANY REPORTS AND OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES: 

6.1 Development update 
6.1.1 Abel Mine Update – C Spence Refer to presentation enclosed. 
Mr A Jennings asked about the budget difference between 28 klms vs 25.7 klm.  M C Spence 
advised it was the conditions that didn’t allow them to meet budget. 
Mr A Brown asked was there any reason for the increase in production? Had the conditions 
improved? Mr C Spence advised that 1. The site had done great things to improve production 
and 2. the down turn in the industry had given the guys an increased motivation. 
 

6.2 Monitoring and Environmental Performance – P Brown 
• Refer to presentation enclosed. 

 
6.3 Community Complaints and response to complaints – P Brown 

No environmental incidents since last meeting and no Complaints received. 
  

6.4 Website Information – P Brown 
Refer to comments above with Messrs P and A Brown to meet regarding webstie. 

6.5 Information to the Community and any feedback 
 

6.6 Subsidence Management Plan Update – T Sutherland 
Mr A Brown asked for a copy of the presentation to be emailed out. Mr Sutherland will attend 
to. 
Question - Is there some way of negotiating with the MSB the survey which will be the 
baseline for future claims?  Is this something that the individual should talk to the MSB 
about?  
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Mr B Ure asked if there would be photographic evidence of the inspection. Mr Sutherland 
said that a structural engineer would inspect the houses and provide a report including 
photographs. 
 

6.7 Abel 75 W Update –T Sutherland 
Refer to presentation enclosed. 

 
 
7. COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS 

Mr A Brown asked if there could be regular updates from the Donaldson Conservation Trust to the 
Community?  Could a courtesy copy of the minutes be provided to the CCC? 
 
Mr Terry Lewin provided an informal update on the DCT work. 
 

 
8. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
9. NEXT MEETING 
 

9.1 Mr P Brown provided dates for the CCC meetings in 2013. 
9.2 The next meeting of the Abel Community Consultative Committee was set down for  

Monday 11th March 2013 to be held at the Abel Underground Mine Administration Building at 
5.00 pm. 

 
The meeting was declared closed at 5:47 pm by the Chairman. 
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Abel Mine 


10 December 2012 
CCC Presentation 
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Abel Production Update 
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Panel 22 (Dev) 
1 x C/M 


Panel 24 (Dev)  
 1 x C/M 


Panel 20 Extraction 
1 x C/M 


Panel 19A (Dev)  
 2 x C/Ms 


Panel 21 Extraction 
1 x C/M 


Abel Current Mining Areas 
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2012 Production 


F3 Freeway 


John Renshaw Drive Abel Mine Offices 
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Abel Mine            Year to date (Jul – Nov 12) 
Actual Budget 


Coal Mined 871,032 662,219 


Development metres 14,890 11,015 


Development tonnes 
 


297,806 225,941 


Extraction tonnes 573,226 436,278 


Abel Mine ROM Production  - (Jul – Nov 12) 
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Environmental  


1. Submitted National Pollutant Reports for Donaldson Operations 
2. Finalize and submitted the Abel Dust Pollution Reduction program 


report. 
3. Abel Rainforest Flora Fauna Monitoring 
4. Pambalong Flora Fauna Monitoring 


6 
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Environmental Incident 


 Abel 
 the bottom bulk oil pod for gear oil was filled to 


capacity and had overflowed out of the breather. 
 Abel Oil Store 
 27/09/12 
 Absorbent material had already been placed on 


the ground. 
  Create work instruction for swapping out bulk oil 


pods 
 7 
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SMP Update 
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 Abel SMP Area 2 Variation was approved by DTIRIS for Panels 20, 21 & 22 
 Subsidence monitoring programs (Surface and U/G) approved for SMP Area 2 -  Panels 20 


and 21 by DTIRIS. 
 Contract awarded to ADSR for demolition of seven derelict homes on the Catholic Land 


above SMP Areas 1 and 2 – to commence end of Jan 13  
 Letter sent to Coal and Allied seeking approval to extend time frame of mining under 


Black Hill Land to allow full extraction of Abel Panel 19A. 
 Subsidence surveys (including real time monitoring) continued on the 330kV TransGrid 


Transmission Towers. Results forwarded to DTIRIS 
 Blackhill Road Management plan approved by MSB, Cessnock Council and DTIRIS. First 


impact on road from Panel 21 due at end of Mar 2013. 
 Subsidence Management Status Report was submitted for the 4 month period ending 


September 2012 
 Ausgrid Powerline Management Plan for SMP Area 1 - East Mains was submitted to 


DTIRIS and approved  
 


 


SMP Update 







22 March 2013 


10 


SMP Update 
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 Hunter Water Management Plan was developed for SMP Area 1 - East Mains was 
submitted to Hunter Water and approved 


 A revised Public Safety Management Plan for Panels 20 – 21 was submitted to DTIRIS and 
approved 


 Panel 8 post mining survey complete - results forwarded to Principal Subsidence Engineer 
(DTIRIS). 


 Letters sent out for notification of approval to SMP Area 2 variation. 
 SMP variation submitted to DTIRIS for Panel 19/19a (full extraction) lodged with DTIRIS. 
 TransGrid 330kV Management plan for SMP Area 2 (Panel 19) forwarded to TransGrid for 


approval. 
 Site inspection of Allan G&J and Allan J.D properties with MSB and Steve Ditton 


(Subsidence Consultant). Information to be included in the respective Property 
Subsidence management plans.  
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SMP Area 3 Update 
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SMP Area 3 Mining Schedule 
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Consultation has commenced and will continue throughout the 
preparation of the SMP application with 


DTIRIS and relevant agencies 


Abel Mine Community Consultative Committee (CCC) 


Landholders, and 


Infrastructure owners 


 


Stakeholder Day and site inspection held 5/12/12 


 


Risk Assessment will be conducted 12/12/12 to assess 


      all risks and will include items raised from Stakeholder Day .   
 


Preparation of the SMP Application will then continue with the aim to 
lodge the document in late January 2013. 


 


Abel Area 3 SMP Schedule 
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• Submit SMP Application (January 2013) 
 


• Advertise submission of SMP Application 
 


• Display period and opportunity for further community input 
(February 2013) 
 


• Review of application (DTIRIS then Inter Agency Review Committee) 
 


• Determination – approval sought for commencement of pillar 
extraction (July 2013) 


 


Abel SMP Area 3 Schedule 
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SMP Area 3 Stakeholder Day 
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Bushland Conservation Area – Donaldson O/C 
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18 
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19 
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20 


• 11 March 2013 


• 17 June 2013 


• 16 September 2013 


• 9 December 2013 


 


2013 CCC Meeting Dates 
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 Questions 
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