ABEL UNDERGROUND COAL MINE

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
Meeting #4

Wednesday 17" September, 2008 at 5.00pm

Donaldson Coal Administration Building

MINUTES

OPENING & WELCOME: Chairman, The Hon. Milton Morris AO

PRESENT: Mr Milton Morris (Chairman), Mr Alan Brown, Mr Allan Jennings, Mr Terry Lewin,
Mr Lachlan Crawford (Bloomfield), Mr Mark McPherson, Mr Matthew Blackham (Abel Mine Manager),
Mr Adam Heeney and Mr Phillip Brown (mins).

APOLOGIES: Mr Brad Ure, Mr Andrew Pace and Mr Alick Osborne

DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY OR OTHER INTERESTS: The Chairman asked if there was a need
to include this in future Agendas. Those at the meeting agreed to delete it from future meeting
Agendas.

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:
5.1 Previous Minutes 18" June, 2008 were confirmed by those members present.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES:
6.1 Business Arising.
6.1.1 Community trust — Mr McPherson advised that Mr Terry Lewin had assisted in drafting a
form which will be circulated shortly. Mr McPherson advised that applications will be
sough twice yearly for funding from the Trust.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Mr Morris advised that he had forwarded a letter to the Minister for Roads regarding the Blackhill Road
intersection on John Renshaw Drive. Mr McPherson advised that he had contacted the RTA project
manager who said that they will be commencing work in February 2009 but was unsure of which end
they would start on.

COMPANY REPORTS AND OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES:
8.1 Development update
8.1.1 Abel Program 2008
Mr Matthew Blackham provided an update on the mine’s progress including the
construction of an interview/assessment recruitment centre; the mine has produced
approximately 13,000 tonnes of coal to date. Mr Blackham tabled a plan showing that
the mine had progressed to the south side of John Renshaw Drive. (See Attachments
8.1.2 Independent Audit Report and AEMR
Mr A Brown tabled a document titted ABEL CCC MEETING 17 SEPTEMBER 2008 (See
Attachments). Mr P Brown advised that the Company would provide answers to the
document. Refer to Attachments.
8.2 Monitoring and Environmental Performance
Mr P Brown introduced Mr Adam Blundell of Ecobiological to talk about the upcoming
dam flora fauna surveys.
Mr P Brown tabled the report Donaldson Monitoring Dust and Meteorological Data
Monthly Report for May 2008.
8.3 Community Complaints and response to complaints
Mr P Brown advised that there had been no community complaints relating to Abel.
8.4 Information provided to the Community and any feedback
8.4.1 Website Information
Mr P Brown advised that the approved management plans have now been placed on the
Company’s website. Mr P Brown also tabled the Abel Newsletter that was circulated
recently. Mr A Brown noted that the June CCC meeting minutes had not been posted on
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the website. Mr P Brown advised that the website is undergoing an upgrade and this is
being done by Donaldson Head Office.

9. COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS:

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

Mr A Brown asked about the coal subsidence documents. Mr McPherson advised that the
Company had only prepared one for John Renshaw Drive to date. Mr McPherson said that
secondary extraction is not planned until the last Quarter in 2009. It is anticipated that the first
documentation would be submitted by the end of First Quarter to the Government. Mr
McPherson advised that the owners of land in this period would be the Catholic Diocese, Coal
and Allied, lan Rae, Brad Ure and The Allans.

Mr A Brown asked if the Company would be monitoring the mining subsidence under the
Company owned land to model the effects. Mr McPherson said that they would. Mr Blackham
advised that the Company was monitoring John Renshaw Drive and that there had been an
upsidence of 30 mm before mining underneath it.

Mr T Lewin asked about the forms for the Trust. Mr McPherson said that they would be sent out
shortly.

An email was tabled from Mr A Pace who could not attend the meeting. Mr Crawford tabled a
response.

Mr A Brown tabled a document with questions regarding the AEMR and the Independent
Environmental Audit. See attachments for questions and answers.

10. GENERAL BUSINESS:

11. NEXT MEETING

11.1 The next meeting of the Abel Community Liaison Committee was set down for

Monday 8" December 2008 to be held at the Donaldson Coal Administration Building
at 5.00 pm.

MEETING CLOSED: 5:56 pm.
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ABEL CCC MEETING 17 SEPTEMBER 2008
Donaldson Coal Pty Limited response

AB’s QUESTIONS

Annual Environmental Management Report (AEMR)

1. P8 table 3.2 Site D3 Number of samples collected and analysed 92. Is this correct?
Correct figure is 9
2. P12 Figure 3.3
a. Has the PM10 monitoring got a 12 month average TSP?
The annual average PM;, concentrations for Beresfield and Blackhill were 20 pg/m3 and
12 pg/m? respectively for the 12 months to May 2008.
b. Is the 90 pug/m® criterion for a 12 month average TSP with a daily guideline of 260 ug/m>?
The NHMRC goal is 90 pg/m® annual average TSP goal. The daily guideline is no longer
used.
3. P15 Weeds — what does Donaldson define as a weed and are the Noxious weeds defined
according to Newcastle City Council or others?
Donaldson Coal uses the Hunter Regional Counicls definitions of noxious weeds in their
booklet “Weeds of the Hunter and Central Coast”.
4. P17 and 18 Part 3.16 — the next reporting period being 1 July 2008 to 30 June 2009?
The next reporting period will be 1 July 2008 to 30 June 2009
5. P21 Section 6 Mining — “It is expected that all mining undertaken will involve first workings,
however, information collected during mining within the reporting period will be used to assist in
the development of a Subsidence Management Plan to allow commencement of second workings
following the next reporting period.” — Is this correct practice? (Refer to Q2 below).
Yes. Most areas will have secondary extraction.

Independent Environmental Audit (IEA)

1. P4 What production level is the goal for transport of the ROM by overland conveyor to BCHPP?
3,500,000 tonnes of coal is the point that triggers the construction of the overland
conveyor.

2. P9 Schedule 4 Item 7 Subsidence Management Plan — not yet activated. What is timing to

prepare SMP’s? Included in AEMR Section 3.16.

The Company is starting to prepare SMP’s now for submission at the end of first quarter

2009 for the land which will be mined beneath initially including the Catholic Land etc.

a. From DPI Management of Coal Subsidence Policy 2003

i. “SMP’s also required to be prepared and approved prior to pillar extraction

programs. If first workings alone may lead to subsidence of sensitive surface
features, eg due to particular geological conditions, then an SMP must be
prepared and approved prior to the first workings.”

3. P9 Schedule 4 Item 9 First Workings Hazard Management Plan — not yet activated. What is
timing to prepare plans?

a. Refers to specific items eg School, Church, Cemetery, Catholic Diocese land, dams on
properties 52 and 53, schedule 2 creeks etc.
Refer question 2 above.

4. P10 and P11 Donaldson Statement of Commitment Items A, E and M wrt producing and
implementing a plan of management for each “Principal Residence” and “All Other Surface
Structures” and “General Surface Water Flow”. When is this anticipated and what lead time will
property owners have to review the plan?

It is proposed that Plans of Management will be prepared a minimum of six months prior
to commencement of extraction. The Company will endeavour to keep the property
owners informed.
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Phil Brown

From: Lachlan Crawford

Sent: Wednesday, 17 September 2008 3:33 PM

To: apace

Cc: Phil Brown

Subject: RE: Abel Community Consultative COmmittee Meeting

Hi Andrew,

Phil passed on your query re: CHPP lighting for tonight's CCC. He also just said you couldn’t make it tonight, so thought
I’d send through these few points that will be presented tonight.

1) ROM pad and gantry lighting were identified as the main sources, when we did the assessment and upgrade late
last year/early this year.

2) ROM Pad: Shades have been installed on all north facing ROM pad flood lighting. Although not re-aligned to
below horizontal, these lights/shades were aligned so that the bottom end of the shade was below the light
source, so light shouldn’t be emitted above the horizontal. Some of these lights were re-aligned slightly, as they
weren’t providing adequate lighting for safe night operations on the ROM pad. These may be the problem.

3) All gantry lighting has been re-aligned to below the horizontal and | have been assured they have not been
moved since.

4) We have been using a rented portable lighting plant on the stockpile pads, but no new lighting has been installed
in the previous year. However, (as mentioned) we have cleared some trees, which may have exposed some
other lighting.

Proposed Actions
5) | have passed on verbal instructions on the positioning of lighting plants, but will physically run through the
lighting issues on the ground with relevant staff.
6) We will have a look at lighting impacts from the top of Kilshanny Ave and ID the offending lights.
7) We are currently developing a mobile (truck mounted) lighting plant, which will be used to augment the fixed
lighting on the ROM pad. Which will hopefully allow for the fixed lighting to be angled down further.

I will contact you when we head up to Kilshanny to inspect the lighting (in the next few evenings), but let me know if you
need any info in the mean time.

Regards,

Lachlan

20/10/2008







